ELIMINATING EXCAVATION HAZARDS
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As the weather warms and the snow melts away saying goodbye to another cold winter season, many of us get anxious to get outdoors and begin some spring projects.   You may decide to plant a few shade trees or shrubbery, or maybe put up a fence in the yard. Regardless of the project, if it involves penetrating the ground you need to be sure underground utilities are not in the vicinity you intend to penetrate.  Avoiding this responsibility can lead to disastrous consequences as described below.   By placing a phone call to PWC before you dig, these potential hazards can be reduced through the PWC Base Utility Locate services.  
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POWAY CA 11/17/99--A backhoe being used to prepare ground for a new housing division was engulfed by a million gallons of water after hitting a 24-inch water main. The escaping water sprayed 80 feet into the air and washed out beneath a road in 40 feet each direction from the break. The road to be closed for 11 hours while city workers made temporary repairs on the main and the road surface. Reports from the scene indicate the line had been marked and the backhoe was digging four feet from the marks. It hit a stub coming out from the line, and that stub had not been marked. 

LONGMONT CO 1/31/01--Three workers were injured in a gas explosion after they damaged a gas main while installing a sidewalk and bike trail. They suffered burns to their hands and faces, and were treated and released at a hospital. The workers told authorities the line had been marked, but it was not buried a deeply as they expected.

NYACK NY 9/20/00--A family lost its home to a gas explosion, later found to have probably been caused by a leak from a plastic pipe that had been punctured by a surveyor's wooden boundary stake. No one was home at the time, but the homeowner had reported smelling gas before leaving for work. The 2-inch pipe was discovered with the stake still in it hours after the explosion. Investigators said it appeared that a vehicle had driven over the stake, driving it into the pipe. 

WHAT IS THE PWC BASE UTILITY LOCATE SERVICE

 The Navy PWC Utilities Department integrates and coordinates efforts with the JULIE (Joint Utility Information for Excavators) organization to locate and clearly mark all buried utilities in the area(s) you specify within 48 hours after notification. The 48-hour time frame does not include weekends and/or holidays. Emergency locates are processed immediately - within approximately 2 hours locate marks are provided.  
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In Illinois It's The Law!
THE ILLINOIS UNDERGROUND UTILITY FACILITIES

 DAMAGE PREVENTION ACT

P.A. 86-0674 (01/01/91), AMENDED 90-0481 (8/17/97)

DETERMINING WHO AND WHEN TO CALL

Prior to excavating, directional boring, driving objects into the ground, etc., housing residents shall contact their Housing Manager and contractors shall contact their ROICC Representative. All others departments and organizations on base should contact Ms. Judy Jarosz at the PWC Utilities Department 688-5544 x 18.

YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES AFTER MAKING THE CALL
Digging After the 48 Hours Advance Notice


Illinois Law requires utility companies when requested, to mark the "approximate location" of their underground facilities, which is defined as a strip of land 18 inches on either side of the marking. It is suggested that you follow current industry practices, such as hand digging and/or vacuum excavating within 18 inches on either side of a marked underground facility. You are expected to dig in a reasonable and prudent manner, taking all reasonable and required precautions to avoid damaging underground facilities.

If Damage Occurs


Always have a mishap plan in mind.  If you damage a utility during the course of your digging project, immediately contact the PWC Utilities Department 688-5544 ext 18.  
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Be prepared to tell report what general type of facility it is, such as a pipe vs. a cable, the affected utility if known and the location of the damage at the dig site. You will be notified of follow-up procedures depending on the circumstance(s) involved.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

This intent of this article is to increase awareness of the PWC Utility Locate service offered on the base.  The basic procedures to follow are outlined for requesting a general locate.  For those who want more information or a detailed Excavators Manual call 1-800-892-0123 or enter the JULIE website at www.julie1call.com.

Please enjoy the summer and remember to use the PWC Base Utility/JULIE locate system so we stay save and avoid inconvenient outages. 
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